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Communicating and Navigating

Public Health Intersections

MPHA 2024
Annual Conference

Poster Presentations
Day 2: Friday, April 26, 2024

Ballroom

Centering Community Voices and Experiences: A Photovoice Collaboration
with Our Streets MPLS and Cedar-Riverside Local Business Owners

Presented by Connie Vang (She/Her), MPH Graduate Student, St. Catherine
University; Melika Espahbodi (She/Her), MPH graduate student, St. Catherine
University
 Susi Keefe (She/Her), Ph.D., Program Director and Associate Professor of Masters
of Public Health at St. Catherine University; Yasmin Hirsi, Advocacy Coordinator,
Our Streets Minneapolis; Anthony Meng (He/Him), Volunteer; Jamie Carlson
(She/Her), MPH graduate student, St. Catherine University.

Culturally Responsive Grant Management: Finding Balance Between
Systems and Community 

Presented by Laura Villarreal (She/They), MPH, Grants and Contract Manager,
DHS, OMMD; Kristi Halvarson (She/Her), MHA, Grant and Contract Manager, DHS,
OMMD; Yeeleng Vue (He/Him), MA, Grants and Contract Manager.

Presented by Bridget Lavish (She/Her), Ph.D., MPH, Career and Health Professions
Specialist, Augsburg University; Adjunct Faculty, Public Health and Gender,
Women's, and Sexuality Studies, Oklahoma State University. 

Domestic Labor and Health During COVID-19

Presented by Kailee Schaberg (She/They), Graduate Student (University of
Minnesota School of Public Health) and Research Assistant (Minnesota Justice
Research Center); Sharin Park, Research Manager, Survivors of Sexual Violence
Engagement Project at Minnesota Justice Research Center; Paulina Buitrago, Social
Science Research Assistant at Minnesota Justice Research Center; Dr. Katie
Remington Cunningham, Research Director at Minnesota Justice Research Center.

Elevating Narratives of BIPOC Women Survivors of Sexual Violence to
Enhance the Criminal Legal Response in Ramsey County, MN: MNJRC's
Survivors of Sexual Violence Engagement Project

Embedding Cultural Communications at MDH
Presented by Elise Olson (She/Her), Public Health Coordinator/AmeriCorps
Member, Cultural Communications, Communication Office, MDH; Emily Batres
(She/Her), Cultural Communications Coordinator, Communications Office, MDH;
Dan-Tam Phan-Hoang (She/Her), Cultural Communications Director,
Communications Office, MDH.



P
O
S
T
E
R
S

Presented by Natasha Kataeva (She/Her), MPH, Epidemiologist, Arundel Metrics,
Inc.

Examining Subgroup Differences in the Three Leading Causes of Death
among Minnesota Children and Teens During 2018 - 2022

Presented by Rebekah Thurner, MPH Graduate Student, St. Catherine University,
and co-authored by Susi Keefe (She/Her), Ph.D., Program Director and Associate
Professor, Masters in Public Health, St. Catherine University.

“I do what needs to be done:” Communicating Student Needs and
Challenges with Campus Food Insecurity

Presented by Hannah Olson (She/Her), MPH(c), MPH Candidate, Global Health, St.
Catherine University Department of Public Health.

“If I report, people may say that I’m the loose one”: Barriers to reporting
sexual violence against school-aged girls in a rural community in Kenya

Navigating and Communicating Public Health: A Role for Advanced Dental
Therapists in Patient-Centered Care

Presented by Sonika Masih, Assistant Professor, Dental Education, Minnesota
State University, Mankato; Anitha Peddireddy, Director Advanced Dental Therapy
Program, Dental Education, Minnesota State University, Mankato.

Presented by Ashlee Cermak, (She/Her), MPH Candidate, Graduate Maternal &
Child Health student, University of Minnesota SPH; Paige J. Erickson (She/They),
MPH, Freelance Project Coordinator and Interim Instructor, University of Minnesota
SPH.

Public Mental Health Promotion: Using a Socio-Ecological Model to Reframe
Mental Health and Well-Being

Presented by Elisabeth Atherly, Health Equity Data Collaboration Coordinator,
Office of Data Strategy & Interoperability, MDH.

Stewarding Engagement and Dismantling Agency Silos Through a
Community of Practice

Presented by Laura Schulz (She/Her), MPH Candidate, Student Research
Associate, Public Health, St. Catherine University.

Supporting Community-Based Rehabilitation Partnerships in Resource-
Limited Settings

Presented by Gay Lynn Richards (She/Her), DNP RN MPH, Breast Cancer
Champion Coordinator, Breast Cancer Education Association; Benita Robinson
(She/Her), Health Program Representative, Sage Screening Programs, Cancer
Control Section, MDH; Fowzia Abdullahi (She/Her), Community Health Worker
Coordinator, Pillsbury United Communities, Brian Coyle Center.

The Breast Cancer Champions: A Peer-to-Peer program to reduce the burden
of breast cancer in communities of African Heritage in MN
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Presented by Jamie Carlson (She/Her), St. Kate’s MPH Student; Susi Keefe
(She/Her), Ph.D., Program Director and Associate Professor, Masters in Public
Health, St. Catherine University.

The impact of urbanization on marginalized populations and businesses: A
systematic review

The Importance of Culturally Responsive Dietitians in Polycystic Ovarian
Syndrome (PCOS)

Presented by Laura Villarreal (She/They), MPH, Grants and Contract Manager,
DHS, OMMD; Daisy Corona (She/Ella), BS, Population Health Specialist Policy
Intern.

Presented by Marc A. Markell, Ph.D., CT, Professor Emeritus.
Trans Youth: A Popu﻿lation at Risk

Will Minnesota Have Safe Drinking Water in 2034?
Presented by Frieda von Qualen (She/Her), MDP, Strategic Initiatives Coordinator,
Water Policy Center, MDH; Tannie Eshenaur (She/Her), MPH, Manager, Water
Policy Center, MDH.

Presented by Denny Vang (He/Him), MPH, Management Analyst, Center for Health
Stats, MDH; Nan Watts (She/They), BA, Public Health AmeriCorps Member, Center
for Health Stats, MDH.

Youth Intersectional Identity and Place-Based Interventions on Mental
Health


