
Protecting Children from
Environmental Hazards

Choose Safe
Places Minnesota

When a child care program is not located 
in a safe place, children may be exposed 
to harmful chemicals in the air they 
breathe, the water they drink, or the soil 
they touch or swallow.

Unequal exposure to environmental hazards 
is related to negative health outcomes. 

In Minnesota, this is reflected as increased rates 
of elevated blood lead levels, asthma, and other 
environmental health outcomes among people 
of color, American Indian, rural, and low-income 
communities.

700
Nearly

Minnesota children 
have elevated blood 
lead levels each year. 

Minnesota children living in neighborhoods with 
higher-than-average poverty were
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Rates of asthma emergency department visits are

Sources of lead in child care centers:   
   • Drinking water
   • Deteriorating paint
   • Dust
   • Contaminated soil

ELEVATED BLOOD LEAD LEVELS ASTHMA

3.5 times more likely
to have elevated blood lead levels compared to 

kids in neighborhoods with lower-than-average poverty.

2 times higher
among children that live in Minnesota counties 

with higher-than-average poverty.

Outdoor air pollution is associated with 
adverse health and developmental outcomes 
in children, like:   
   • Asthma attacks
   • Decreased lung size & function
   • Increased neurological disorders
   • Increased sick or restricted activity days 

91%
of communities
of color have air 

pollution-related risks 
above health guidelines. 

Visit MN Public Health Data Portal for more info:
(https://data.web.health.state.mn.us/web/mndata) 

Choose Safe Places Minnesota
Site Screening Program

Choose Safe Places Minnesota 
works to protect all children from 
environmental hazards in child 
care settings.

STEP 1: SUBMIT

Participant submits a property 
survey. This information helps 
MDH sta� to identify whether 
harmful chemicals may be 
present at a child care property.

STEP 2: REVIEW

MDH sta� will review the 
responses, gather additional 
information about the site, and 
provide a results report to the 
participant.

STEP 3: GUIDANCE

MDH sta� will provide 
guidance on follow up actions 
to take (if needed) to make 
sure the property is safe from 
environmental contamination.

Minnesota Department of Health 
can assist in assessing property or 
well water for environmental 
contaminants at child care and 
early education sites. 

We consider:
  

• Current and former uses of the 
property

• Businesses using harmful chemicals 
near the property

• The safety of the drinking water

More information about other environmental health considerations for child care

www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/hazardous/choosesafeplaces.html
health.hazard@state.mn.us

651-201-4897


